Overview
Forest land area remained relatively constant in 2017, repeating findings from previous updates in 2016. Forest area in 2017 totaled 24.5 million acres of a total land area of 37.1 million acres, a decrease of 44,252 forested acres (table 1). The number of live trees decreased by ±1 percent, while mortality decreased ±6 percent. Net volume and aboveground biomass increased by ±2 percent. Net growth increased by ±3 percent. Removals increased by <1 percent.
In Georgia, nearly 98 percent of this forest is potentially available for timber harvest because it is not specifically reserved by law. Reserved forest land in Georgia is forest land where management for the production of wood products is prohibited through statute or administrative designation. Examples include some national forest, wilderness areas, and national parks and monuments.
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The area of large-diameter forest stands in Georgia is still increasing while the area of medium-and small-diameter stands has been decreasing ( fig. 3 ). As stated in previous Resource Updates, this is primarily a reflection of the aging of stands that were planted in the 1980s and early 1990s as part of the Conservation Reserve Program and other efforts.
In 2017, large-diameter stands accounted for 53.0 percent, medium-diameter stands accounted for 23.6 percent, and small-diameter stands accounted for 22.0 percent of the forest land in Georgia. Also, 1.4 percent of forest land acres is non-stocked.
The majority of Georgia's forest land in 2017 ( fig. 4 ) was in nonindustrial private forest (NIPF), with over 20.6 million acres (84 percent). Forest industry ownership ranked second with 1.2 million acres (5 percent), followed by Forest Service at 871,000 acres (4 percent), other Federal at 959,000 acres (4 percent), and State and local at 843,000 acres (3 percent). Between 2016 to 2017, very little change in forest land area has occurred in all units. This has stayed consistent for the last 5 years (<1 percent plus or minus, respectively). 
Other Federal
Estimated aboveground live-tree biomass on forest land increased nearly 2 percent between 2016 and 2017 to 1.1 billion dry tons (table 1) . Volume of all-live trees with a diameter at breast height (d.b.h.) ≥5 inches on forest land in 2017 reached an estimated 46 billion cubic feet, a 2-percent increase compared to 2016 estimates (table 1) .
Based on total number of trees with d.b.h. ≥5 inches, loblolly pine was the most common tree species in 2017, accounting for 39 percent of all-live trees on forest land (table 2) . Loblolly pine also ranked first in terms of standing volume representing 32 percent of the total volume from all-live trees on forest land. Slash pine ranked second in standing volume and number of trees, followed by sweetgum.
Volume, Biomass, and Trends
Growth, removals, and mortality estimates provide a measure of inventory change. Softwoods species average annual net growth trended upwards ( fig. 6 ), with removals slightly increasing between 2008 and 2017. Hardwoods species show a slight decrease (<1 percent) in annual net growth with removals decreasing from 2008 to 2017 by almost 8 percent. Average annual mortality trended upwards in both species groups.
Overall, volume was distributed almost equally across softwood and hardwood species groups. Standing volume, for both softwoods and hardwoods, is found primarily in the large-diameter stand-size class ( fig. 5 ). Volume in the largediameter stand-size class trended upwards from 2008 to 2017, while volume in the medium-diameter stand-size class decreased slightly. Volume in the small-diameter stand-size class also decreased for both species groups, with softwood and hardwood volumes close to 7.8 percent and 24.1 percent lower in 2017 compared to 2008 estimates, respectively. 
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For more than 50 years, SRS-FIA has reported ownership into four major groups: (1) Forest Service, (2) other Federal, (3) State and local which collectively represents public ownership, and (4) private ownership which is composed of NIPF and forest industry lands. Because SRS-FIA is mandated by Congress to protect private land ownership, these two categories are combined under one group, private.
In the last decade, forest industry acreage has decreased in Georgia by 58 percent, from 3,051,000 to 1,285,000 acres ( fig. 7) Currently, some of the TIMO and REIT acreage may still be in either the NIPF or forest industry categories, as a forest industry entity may retain its ownership designation even when under a REIT structure (Hickman 2007) .
In order to track the impact of these changes of ownerships on forest resources, it is essential that all ownerships are identified to their correct private category. During data collection for SRS-FIA surveys, the TIMO and REIT investment groups have not been specifically identified as an ownership class and therefore are not listed and reported in the tables as an ownership category.
Due to the many different ways that ownership information is recorded and stored in courthouses across the State, TIMO and REIT ownerships are often not readily identifiable in available public courthouse records, which further complicates the identification of these ownerships. Hopefully, future refinements in the collection of FIA ownership information will differentiate these two important categories and provide more insight into their role in forest ownership (Rosson and Rose 2015) . 
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